
High School Summer Mission Trip / Santiago, Dominican Republic / July 1-8, 2017

PROJECT OVERVIEW:  This July, our high school group will be traveling to the Dominican Republic to minister in 
the city of Santiago. We will be partnering with Brandon and Bethany Nutter, international workers with the Envision 
branch of the Christian & Missionary Alliance. Brandon and Beth-
any have been serving with Envision since the spring of 2014, 
first as assistant coordinators, then quickly moving into the site 
coordinator role in early 2015.  They both experienced a call to 
the mission field in high school and both were deeply impacted 
by their time serving as interns in Peru and France respectively 
during college.  The Nutter’s hope is to connect our team with the 
people of Santiago so we may both learn from each other.

In Santiago, there are huge opportunities for our group to build 
relationships with those who are far from God, as we partner with 
the Nutter family and the local church to bring the gospel message to the people of Santiago. Our main goals for this 
trip are to work alongside the local church to encourage them and help make disciples of Jesus for kingdom impact 
through everything we say and do. After we return home, these partners will continue to plant, water, and reap a 
harvest in the lives of those we have touched. 

Our group will reach out to the city of Santiago through prayer, athletics, VBS, working with youth, a cafe, and con-
struction projects. If students are willing to step out of their comfort zone and follow the Spirit’s leading, they will 
have a chance to build meaningful relationships with many different types of people and participate in kingdom 
impact! 

DETAILS: 
• Location:  Santiago, Dominican Republic
• Travel:  We will be flying from Omaha to Santiago and back. (Exact flights are unknown at this time)
• Who can go:  Any student currently in 9-12th grade. (See list of applicant requirements below)  
• Total cost: $1,765 - Of this, students will be responsible for at least the $200 deposit, plus passport expenses. 

They’ll have the opportunity to raise the remaining amount by sending out support letters.  
• APPLICATION DEADLINE:  The application, a rough draft of your support letter, and the non-refundable deposit 

of $200 are due by February 12 to guarantee a spot. All checks can be made out to Christ Community Church. Be 
sure to put the student’s name and “Dominican Republic” in the memo line. We cannot accept applications after 
February 12, 2017.

• PAPERWORK DEADLINES:
• 2 Copies of Passport (turned in by April 23)
• Envision online paperwork (filled out by February 12):  Please go here (http://tinyurl.com/j5798tq) to create an 

account with Envision and fill out your medical info.  They will ask for your immunization record with dates. 
• CCC notarized permission and medical information form (filled out by February 12)

• Shots & Vaccinations:  The CDC has recommendations for those traveling to the Dominican but they are not re-
quired for this trip.  Check out their website at (www.cdc.gov).   At that same website you can find local clinics 
that specialize in travel vaccines and have any questions you need 
answered.  

APPLICANT REQUIREMENTS:  
• Accepted Jesus as Savior and have a living, personal relationship 

with Him.
• Willing, experienced and comfortable with sharing their testimony 

and a Gospel message.
• Willing to submit to authority.
• Demonstrate a servant’s heart.
• Acknowledge Jesus as Lord.  



TRIP SCHEDULE:  
• July 1:  Meet at the airport / Travel to Santiago, Dominican Republic 
• July 2:  Church and lunch with local pastor / prayer walk
• July 3 - 6:  Ministry in Santiago
• July 7:  Extended construction project & dinner/community event 
• July 8:  Travel back to Omaha (Pick up at airport)

MEETING SCHEDULE:  A key part of preparation for this trip will be the training sessions. These sessions will help 
the cohesiveness of our team and ready us for the ministry opportunities we’ll have in Santiago. Attendance at these 
training meetings is mandatory for anyone desiring to go on this trip. It is understandable to miss a meeting for family 
vacation or an emergency, but this should be the exception, not the norm. If you have a conflict, please talk to Brad 
or Allison before signing up for the trip. The training sessions will be held from 6:00 – 8:00PM in the Student Center, 
unless noted otherwise. The schedule is as follows: 

• April 23:  Meet the team / 2:30-4:30PM / Student Center (Parents...stick around at the begining to meet the team!)
• At our first meeting, our team will hear about One Child Matters (instagram.com/onechildmatters). Through 

this organization, there will be an opportunity to become more deeply involved in the ministry going on in 
the  Dominican Republic, by sponsoring a child from the very communities where our team will be serving. 
One Child Matters (OCM) is a Christian non-profit with the vision to empower the people of God.

• OCM believes that the life-giving local church takes action to tend to the hopeless, poor, and oppressed 
and they are here to help facilitate relationships to make that 
happen. Churches will connect with a local church from a pover-
ty-stricken country and the congregation will unite as they come 
alongside a community in need. Individuals will make a difference by sponsoring a child.

• OCM wants to open doors for your congregation to expand their reach to all the nations. The scope of your 
church’s influence will multiply as we provide resources for even greater global influence.

• OCM believes that together, we can change the world.
• May 17:  Training #1 
• May 31:  Training #2 
• June 14:  Training #3 
• June 25:  Brief parent info meeting immediately following the 10:45 AM service (to cover final trip details) 
• June 28:  Training #4 (Final)

PASSPORT INFORMATION: Details about getting a passport can be found online at www.travel.state.gov. Current-
ly, the processing time for a passport is approximately 4-6 weeks, so please allow more than enough time for your 
application to be processed. To ensure getting your passport on time, we strongly suggest placing your order on or 
before March 1, 2017. At this time, passport prices are $105 for minors (age 15 and under) and $135 for adults (age 
16 and above). 

FACTS ABOUT THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: 
• Population: approximately 10,090,000 (Santiago metro area: approximately 550,000)  
• Religion: 95% Roman Catholic  
• Average Income: $9,300  
• Language: Spanish / Literacy: 87%  
• Weather:  During June, Santiago is humid (average high: 91o / low: 72o). Rainy season runs from May to November

FUNDRAISING INFORMATION & SCHEDULE: One of the greatest opportunities that come with taking part in a mis-
sion trip is the process of trusting God to provide the necessary money to go.  Please don’t let money be a reason why 
you don’t go on this trip! The amount may seem impossible to you, but the process of trusting God to provide can be 
an awesome faith builder for both you and your family.

The primary means of raising funds will be through support letters (a sample letter has been included in this packet). 
These letters will encourage the giving of both prayer and financial support and can be sent to anyone you know who 



might want to support your child. A good place to start are CCC attendees, family members, friends, etc.
When a student turns in their application and deposit, they must also submit a copy of the support letter they plan on 
sending out. After we receive this, we will send out an email welcoming the student to the team and approving the 
letter. Once the confirmation email has been received, students can immediately begin sending out support letters. 
A complete support letter should include:

• The letter you have written asking for prayer and financial support
• Tax Deductible Information Sheet
• A stamped and addressed envelope for people to mail their support directly to the church.

Parents: Use this as a chance to build some ownership of the event in your student by encouraging them to work and pay 
for their own trip deposit. Students may be able to get a job or save money through babysitting or yard work around the 
neighborhood. Students can also be encouraged to use birthday money for the trip. As humans, the more we pay for some-
thing, the more we value it, and it is no different when it comes to a mission trip experience. The work your student is doing 
to raise their own money for the trip should be included in the support letter. This helps those who are considering support-
ing that your student to see that your student is also committed financially to making this trip happen.

WHAT TO INCLUDE IN YOUR SUPPORT LETTER:
1.  A brief paragraph about what God has been doing in your life recently. 
2.  General information about the trip: 

•  Where you are going (Santiago, Dominican Republic) and why you desire to go
•  What you hope to accomplish 
•  How you hope to see your life changed 

3.  Specific information about the trip (What kind of work/outreach you’ll be doing)
4.  Instructions on how they can help you: 

• Prayer support
• Financial support 

• Specify the total amount needed (approximately $1565 after deposit has been paid) 
• What you are planning to pay (birthday/Christmas, job, extra chores)
• Let them know that their gifts are tax deductible and include the tax-deductible information sheet.
• Direct them to the Short-term Missions Contributions form for details on how to give. 

SOME SPECIFICS 
• The letter should be short (no more than one page typed) 
• Edit it (have parent and/or leader proofread it before you turn it in with your application) 
• Include a copy of the Short-term Missions Contributions form with each letter. 
• Send 50 or more letters after it is approved. 
• Write a follow-up letter after the trip thanking people for their prayer and financial support.
• Pray 

On the next page you will find an example of a support letter written by Abby & Emily for the 2014 Dominican Re-
public trip.  Use this as a helpful outline or a piece to get your creative juices flowing. The items that stick out and are 
most helpful to supporters are:

• Who they are (picture & updates)
• What they are doing themselves to help raise support. (selling homemade chocolate / bussing tables)
• Specifics as to where they are going.
• What they will be doing.
• What they are asking for from these letters (prayer & finical support) with specifics on how to give. 

QUESTIONS? If you have any questions about the trip, please contact us!

Brad Mock / high school pastor / bradm@cccomaha.org / 402.995.9241

Allison Dykhouse / high school director / allisond@cccomaha.org / 402.938.1533



The Adventures of Two Sisters, Part 1 April 2014

As we Þnish up our freshman 
(Abby) and sophomore 
(Emily) year at Central High 
School, we are excited for an 
opportunity this summer to 
serve outside of our own 
community! WeÕll be given 
the chance to help create 
long term change by being a 
part of a short term trip.#!
June 7-14, 2014, a group of dedicated 
students and leaders in the High School 
Ministry at Christ Community will be 
traveling to serve the people of Santiago 
in the Dominican Republic. We will 
reach out to the community through prayer, construction, various 
childrenÕs ministries, and athletics. Our main goal is to make disciples of 
Jesus for kingdom impact.  We have a great opportunity to grow 
relationships with the people in Santiago and bring the message of the 
gospel to them.#!
We’d love for you to support us through prayer!  Pray that: 
•The people of Santiago would see the love of Christ through our work. 
•God will open the hearts of the people we will be serving. 
•We will be challenged to step out of our comfort zone and be changed in 
our relationships with the Lord. 
•God will keep us safe through our travels and ministry. !
We are expected to raise an additional $1,525 each for this trip. Please do 
not feel pressured to contribute, especially if you already have, but any 
Þnancial support that you could offer would be greatly appreciated. If 
you would like to give a gift, please see the enclosed form for details on 
how to give. All donations are tax-deductible.#
# #
Thank you for partnering with us on this experience. Your help is 
greatly appreciated and very important to making this trip a success. 
WeÕll be sure to let you know how the trip went once we are back!#!
Sincerely,

Matthew 25:34-40 “…the King will reply, I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”

Emily: 

Recently, I have personally experienced 
many opportunities to share my faith 
with nonbelievers within my school. I 
am excited to take these experiences 
with me to Santiago and use them to 
help me share my faith with the people! !
Abby: 

In high school this year I have been able 
to meet and build relationships with 
many people. I’m glad to be going to a 
big school where I meet a new person 
pretty much everyday.  I just completed 
my swimming season and was able to 
meet even more new people and create 
relationships with them. I’m excited to 
extend this relationship building to the 
people of Santiago this summer! !
So Far: 

We’ve been busy working on 
fundraising.  Our family made and 
delivered 46 pounds of chocolate 
covered strawberries to family and 
friends for Valentine’s Day. That was a 
LOT of chocolate!  We earned enough 
money to cover the cost of our 
downpayment of $200 each plus pay for 
our passports.  It was super exciting to 
see how God provided this for us 
through one long weekend of hard 
work!  Since then, we also spent a night 
serving and bussing tables at Pizza 
Ranch to add to our funds.  A huge 
thanks to all who have already 
contributed by purchasing 
strawberries or coming to Pizza 
Ranch! 

SANTIAGO, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC



CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH  /  SHORT-TERM MISSIONS CONTRIBUTIONS  /  TAX DEDUCTIBILITY

To make a tax deductible contribution to support this trip and individual, please follow the instructions below:

To give online:  Go to cccomaha.org/give and set up an online account.  After the account has been created and you 
have signed in, click the “Choose how to give” link and then select “Short-Term Missions Participants” on the right side 
of the page.  Choose the specific trip and individual you’d like to support and then complete the payment information.

To give by check:  Make your check payable to Christ Community Church and put both the (trip name) and (individu-
al’s name) on the memo line.  Please insure that the address listed on your check is correct and place it in the offering 
or mail it to Christ Community Church / 404 S 108 Ave / Omaha, NE 68154.  Checks made payable directly to the short-
term missions participant are not deductible.

All funds donated are in full control of Christ Community Church and will be used to carry out its functions and purpos-
es.  In the event a short-term missions participant receives contributions in excess of the expenses for his/her trip, the 
funds will be used to further evangelistic work in one of many Christ Community Church mission projects.

In order to show gratitude for your support, student short-term missions participants are notified of the overall amount 
received for their trip and all contributors’ names.  Adult short-term missions participants are notified of all contribu-
tors’ names, as well as individual gift amounts.  If you wish for your contributions to Christ Community Church to be 
completely anonymous, please check the box below and return this form with your payment.  If you are giving online, 
check the “Give Anonymously” box.

I wish for this gift and all future gifts to Christ Community Church to be completely anonymous.  I realize that because of 
this election, the individual will not know that I contributed to his/her trip and will not be able express gratitude directly 
to me for this monetary support.

If you have further questions about contributing to this short-term missions participant, please contact the Christ Com-
munity Church Accounting Office at 402.330.3360. 
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have signed in, click the “Choose how to give” link and then select “Short-Term Missions Participants” on the right side 
of the page.  Choose the specific trip and individual you’d like to support and then complete the payment information.

To give by check:  Make your check payable to Christ Community Church and put both the (trip name) and (individu-
al’s name) on the memo line.  Please insure that the address listed on your check is correct and place it in the offering 
or mail it to Christ Community Church / 404 S 108 Ave / Omaha, NE 68154.  Checks made payable directly to the short-
term missions participant are not deductible.

All funds donated are in full control of Christ Community Church and will be used to carry out its functions and purpos-
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check the “Give Anonymously” box.
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to me for this monetary support.

If you have further questions about contributing to this short-term missions participant, please contact the Christ Com-
munity Church Accounting Office at 402.330.3360. 



STUDENT APPLICATION

Full name     Date of birth    Grade completing in spring of 2017

Home phone     Student’s cell phone

Student’s email address

Address     City                                                              Zip                                                              

Parent #1 name    Cell phone    Email address

Parent #2 name    Cell phone    Email address

To be completed by student:

Why would you like to go on this trip?

Have you begun a personal relationship with Jesus Christ?  If yes, please share how and when this began.

What are some outward signs that God is still changing your life?

Share some recent experiences of sharing your faith with people who don’t yet know God personally?



MEDICAL & INSURANCE INFORMATION  (PLEASE PRINT)

STUDENT NAME                                                                                                                           BIRTHDATE

NAMES OF PARENTS / LEGAL GUARDIANS                                                       HOME PHONE

INSURANCE COMPANY                                                                                                              POLICY #

DATE OF LAST TETANUS SHOT

MAJOR ILLNESSES IN THE LAST YEAR

MEDICTIONS YOU TAKE REGULARLY (Bring an ample supply and get a written doctor’s prescription to take just in case!)

THINGS TO WHICH YOU ARE ALLERGIC

PHYSICAL DISABILITIES

CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH PARENT / GUARDIAN PERMISSION

I hereby authorize                                                                                                                         to attend the 2017 DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
MISSION TRIP.  I understand that in the event of an accident or emergency, every effort will be made to contact me as 
soon as possible.  If contact cannot be made, I authorize the respective director to give specific consent to any diagno-
sis, treatment or hospital care deemed necessary by a duly licensed physician or surgeon.  I also release all parties and 
their employees/workers from any liabilities involved.  In the event disciplinary actions are necessary, parents will be 
held responsible for any cost incurred due to the actions of their children.  I realize also that my child may be sent home 
at my expense as a disciplinary measure, if deemed appropriate by the director. I understand that photos, videos, etc. 
of my child may be taken by the church.  These photos, videos, etc. may be used for church publicity purposes.

Parent / Legal guardian signature                                           Relationship                   Date

Cell phone

Alternate contact in case of need                                                  Phone number

NOTARIZATION

State of                                                                                            , County of                                                                                           .  

Sworn to and subscribed to me this day of                                                                                                20                                    .

SIGNATURE                                                                                           My commission expires                                                            .


