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MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER MISSION TRIP 2017
We are so excited that you’re interested in this year’s Middle School Mission Trip.  There are a 
few things we hope to see happen through trips like these.  

First, we set up this experience to be one that ignites a passion for living a lifestyle of service to 
God and others.  The end goal is not that our students go on a trip, serve people, come home, 
and then go on with life as usual.  Instead, we hope trips like these are transforming for our stu-
dents.  We pray this experience will help them catch a vision for living their whole life to serve 
God and others. 

Next, we design these trips to help students have a great introductory missions experience.  For 
most, this will be their first or second mission trip.  Trips like this, along with the training sessions 
leading up to it, will give our students a great foundation for the “what” and “why” of missions.  
We hope that this experience will set up our students to grow in their understanding of being 
an “every day missionary” in the body of Christ. 

Finally, we believe that trips like this are critical for student’s growth in their relationship with 
God.  Taking the focus off of ourselves and fixing our eyes on others helps our heart beat in 
tune with the heart of God.  Our prayer is that students participating in this trip will find their 
faith challenged, encouraged, and stretched, ultimately connecting deeply with God and tak-
ing steps toward who God has created and called them to be.

That’s the big “why” behind Middle School mission trips!  In the remainder of this packet, you’ll 
find all the details regarding this year’s trip to Chicago.

TRIP OVERVIEW

• Where:  We will be working with the Christian & Missionary Alliance Envision site in the  Rog-
ers Park neighborhood of Chicago.

• Who:  This trip is open to all students currently in 8th grade.

• When:  June 11 - 17, 2017 (Friday will be a day of fun, exploring the sights and sounds of Chicago.)

• How do I sign up?  Complete a trip application and parent authorization form and turn them 
in along with the deposit.  Registration beings December 18 and closes February 12, 2017.

• How much is the trip?  $600 - Of this, students are responsible for at least a $100 deposit and 
will have the opportunity to raise the remaining amount by sending out support letters.  If 
fundraising comes up short, you are responsible for the remainder of the cost.

• Is there any training?  Mandatory training meetings will be held on Wednesday evenings 
from 6-8 PM in the Student Center. The training dates are: May 3, May 17, and May 31. There 
will be a final pre-trip training/prayer meeting including parents on June 7 (6-7 PM). 

• How are you getting to Chicago?  We will be using 12 or 15 passenger vans for all of our 
transportation.



 

 

Envision Chicago  
 
Thank you for your interest in coming to serve as part of an Envision trip to work with Family 
Empowerment Centers in the Rogers Park neighborhood of Chicago.  The Rogers Park community is 
among the most diverse neighborhoods in the US, giving groups a unique opportunity to interact with a 
cross-section of the global community right here in Chicago. 
 
Given the diverse, urban nature of our community, we recognize that we cannot expect groups coming 
to serve with us simply to drop in and effectively engage the people around us here without some 
training and guidance.  With this in mind, we have worked hard to strike a healthy balance between 
training and service for the week that teams come to serve with us.  The training that teams receive is 
meant to expand individuals’ understanding of the role that the Holy Spirit desires to play in every 
believer’s life and to call them to open their eyes to the ministry opportunities that exist wherever they 
may go.  Our goal is to maximize their effectiveness here in Rogers Park and to send them home more 
effective disciples of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

Activities: 
God has established Family Empowerment Centers in inner-city Chicago where around 60,000 
people live in the 1.8 square miles of Rogers Park.  We firmly believe that God desires to call all 
of these people to Himself, so having teams come in to greatly expand our capacity to 
individually reach out to these people is an invaluable asset to us.  Our ministry here is largely 
relational in nature, and this takes form across a large spectrum from intentionally designed 
programs which facilitate interaction to seemingly chance interactions that happen with people 
in our community. 
 
Many of our activities for the week will focus on relationally reaching out and serving our 
community.  We often host evening sports camps (usually soccer or basketball, but we’re open 
to trying others) for the children in our community which not only provides opportunity to reach 
the young ones, but their families will often stay to watch as well.  Other activities will include 
engaging people in the community by handing out water bottles or cleaning up local parks and 
streets. 
 
We generally do have some more labor intensive needs during the summer for those that need 
a break from intentional interaction with strangers.  These can range from helping out with 
general upkeep and maintenance of our facility to helping other organizations, neighbors, and 
churches with needs they may have in their buildings or homes. 
 

  



IMPORTANT DETAILS

• When:  June 11 - 17, 2017

• Where:  The Rogers Park neighborhood of Chicago, IL (Family Empowerment Center)

• How much:  $600 (students are responsible for at least a $100 deposit)

• Deadline:  The parent authorization form, application, and $100 deposit are due February 12, 
2017.

• Training meetings:  Mandatory training meetings will be held from 6-8 PM in the Student 
Center on May 3, May 17, and May 31. There will be a final pre-trip training/prayer meeting 
including parents on June 7 (6-7 PM). 

• Purpose:  For students to love people, serve people, and point them to Jesus Christ through 
both action and word. For students to form a foundation for 
a lifetime of service to both God and others.

• Questions?  Call the Student Ministry office at 402.938.1530 
or email Elizabeth at elizabethb@cccomaha.org.

• Faithfulness
• Availability
• Teachability (you’re correctable and      

moldable)
• Responsiveness
• Servant’s heart
• You are progressing in your journey with 

God and living out the values of Jesus.

• You are committed to attending all training 
meetings.

• You are a team player. 
• You cooperate with a positive attitude. 
• You’re not a complainer.
• You don’t have a “get off my back” attitude.
• You have a willingness to put others first 

and work hard.

FOR STUDENTS

The Middle School Summer Mission Trip will be an intense week of ministry. The work is chal-
lenging and it will stretch you in incredible ways. If you’re ready to do the hard work of prepar-
ing for the trip, and the even harder work of going, this trip has the potential to impact the rest 
of your life.

Because we ask for a high level of commitment to this trip, we want to make sure you know ex-
actly what you’re getting into before you decide to sign up. In Luke 14, Jesus tells His disciples 
to think twice before they commit to following Him so they don’t start something they can’t 
finish. We ask you to do the same before you sign up for the Middle School Summer Mission 
Trip. Do you have the time and energy to be a part of this? More importantly, do you have the 
heart to see this through?

There are a few things you might want to consider as you decide if this trip is for you. Any current 
8th grade student can participate in this trip. Our primary focus is serving others in the name 
of Jesus Christ. All of the students and leaders that join this team will be expected to reflect the 
nature of Christ to each other and the community we’ll be blessed to serve. Listed below you’ll 
find some qualities and expectations that participants will be held to. If the list doesn’t describe 
you and you’re not willing to work on living them out, this trip isn’t for you.



MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER MISSION TRIP  /  STUDENT APPLICATION

Name                                                           T-shirt size               Birth date                            School / Grade
 

Phone #                                                                                          Email address

Why do you want to go on this trip?

Have you come to the place in your spiritual life where you know for certain that you have    
eternal life?
               Yes               No

Tell me how you have grown in your faith this year. What is the Lord doing in your life right now?

How do you think going on this trip could help you grow as a follower of Jesus?

Which parts of your life (attitudes and actions) do you think will be most challenged by going 
on this trip?

Do you have any health concerns that we should know about?               Yes               No
(If yes, please explain.)          

Will you enthusiastically support and obey all the leaders?
               Yes               No



CHRIST  COMMUNITY  CHURCH
Parent/Guardian Authorization for Participation, Medication and Discipline

I hereby authorize                                                                                                                  to attend the Christ Community 
Church 2017 Middle School Summer Mission Trip. I understand that in the event of an accident or emergency, 
every effort will be made to contact me as soon as possible. If contact cannot be made, I authorize the respec-
tive director to give specific consent to any diagnosis, treatment or hospital care deemed necessary by a duly 
licensed physician or surgeon. I also release Christ Community Church from any liabilities involved. In the event 
disciplinary actions are necessary, I will be responsible for any cost incurred due to the actions of my child. I re-
alize also that I may be contacted at any time to come and pick up my child as a disciplinary measure, if deemed 
appropriate by the director.

Parent/Guardian signature                                                  Date 

Address                                  City/State/Zip

Home phone #                                 Cell phone #

Email address

Alternate emergency contact in case of need                                             Phone #


