
A Practical Story-Centered Approach 
to Sharing Your Faith
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“And Jesus told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to 
everyone, everywhere.” –Mark 16:15

EVANGELISM FOR THE REST OF US

Small group discussion: Who or what was the primary influence that 
brought you to Christ?

 ■ Something you read
 ■ An unusual experience (dream, vision, etc)
 ■ An evangelistic event (e.g., Billy Graham crusade or something similar)
 ■ A person or persons (family member or spouse, friend, Sunday school 

teacher or pastor, stranger)

All the research shows that most people come to Christ through long-term 
connections and conversations with Christian friends or relatives, culminating 
in some kind of catalytic “decision moment” or event. 

Application 1 

Who has God placed in your life? Make a list using the chart on page four 
of one to five people God has placed in your life who don’t know Jesus. 
These are people with whom you have regular contact, some kind of ongoing 
relationship, or the potential for greater contact/friendship (friends, family, 
coworkers, neighbors, etc).

PART 1

OVERVIEW OF A STORY-CENTERED  
APPROACH TO SHARING YOUR FAITH

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+16%3A15&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+16%3A15&version=NLT


Beginning Middle End

CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH 3

Overview

Using the powerful idea of story, we are going to…

1. Help you understand the spiritual decision-making process that people 
go through as they travel the road from being far from Christ to putting 
faith in Christ. The story of how God draws particular people to himself.

2. Help you listen to unbelievers in your life, discern where they are spiritually, 
and meet them there. What is their story and where are they in it?

3. Help you understand the unique role God has called you to play in helping 
a person move forward in their journey to Christ. You as a character God 
has placed in their story.

4. Equip you with skills so you can play that role well. How to listen and speak 
so as to be heard.

WHAT’S THE STORY? 

Understanding the spiritual decision-making process as a story  
and discovering your role

Evangelism as a process, not an event: It is an unfolding drama, being written 
by God, in which you and I get the privilege of playing a part.

“I planted, Apollos watered, God gave the growth.”      –1 Corinthians 3:6

Beginning Middle End

https://www.cccomaha.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+3%3A6&version=NLT


THEIR JOURNEY AS A STORY
Beginning (-12 to -9): The person is going their own way, and then God orches-
trates events around them and writes in a few key characters, including you!

Pivot One (-8): When the conflict begins to rise. God’s Holy Spirit introduces 
spiritual conflict into the person’s life, through people, circumstances, or direct 
stirrings in their heart. 

Middle (-7 to -4): This represents a more conscious spiritual journey, with rising 
conflict heading upwards toward a climax. During this part of the story, the 
person is looking at and wrestling with the gospel, God, and Christianity.

Pivot Two (-3): As they wrestle with their life, the gospel, and ultimately with 
God, they hit a climax where they face a choice to either keep going their own 
way or surrender to God. 

End (-2 to 0): If they surrender, they experience resolution, which we call salvation. 

SPIRITUAL DECISION-MAKING PROCESS
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Application 2 

On the chart on page four, place an X to indicate where your friends are on 
the scale.

YOU, A KEY CHARACTER IN THEIR STORY
You are a crucial character that God has written into their story to play a vital 
role in bringing them to faith. You aren’t the main character or the only char-
acter, but you are a crucial character. God has you there for a reason.

The Three Ps of 1 Peter 3:15

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect…” –1 Peter 3:15 

P  _________________________________________________________

The only way the next two Ps can come into play. This means really close, 
not just an acquaintance, but real relationship. Are they close enough to see 
the hope in you?

P  _________________________________________________________

In a positive way, they know you and your story well enough to see enough 
of a difference in you that they are provoked to ask you about “the hope 
within you.”

P  _________________________________________________________

Ready and able to answer when they ask. Are you able to tell your story and 
God’s story?

The question upon which this workshop is based:

What kind of character are you going to be in the story of this person coming 
to faith in Christ? What role will you play?

5
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Reflection and discussion: How do your friends perceive you today?

1. In the next chart, assess how your non-believing friends might describe 
you as a character in their story. 

2. Discuss in pairs or as a group your highest and lowest scores and why 
you scored yourself that way. 

STORYTELLER’S WORKSHOP6

CHARACTER TYPES
1. Flat and static characters: These characters don’t really have any layers to 

them. Everything about them can be seen on the surface and they don’t 
develop or change much during a story.

2. Round and dynamic characters: These are characters who are fully fleshed 
out. They have a distinct personality, background, and motives, and they 
experience a change in either their outlook or their personality.

CHARACTER ROLES 
In a story, you also have different kinds of characters who exist around the 
main character, affecting how the main character develops and moves toward 
the climax and resolution. Besides flat, static, dynamic, and round characters, 
there are also villains, extras, mentors, and allies.

1. Villains are anyone in the story who actively oppose or thwart God’s plan to 
bring this person to Christ because of a flaw in their character. Satan is the 
obvious villain, but other villain characters can be non-Christian influences 
or professing Christians who have been a stumbling block.

2. Extras are characters that fill in the background but are largely irrelevant to 
the story and don’t move it along. You don’t want to go your whole life and 
find out you were only an extra in the lives of others, a window dressing 
that had no influence on their lives!

3. Mentors and allies are not the main characters but play a crucial role in 
helping the main character move through conflict toward resolution/salva-
tion. A mentor plays this role as someone the main character looks up to. 
An ally plays this role as someone who comes alongside the main character. 

Which type of character do you want to be and what role do you want to play 
in your friend’s spiritual story? How will that happen?



Character type
  Flat/Static                           Round/Dynamic 

0---------------------------5--------------------------10

Character role (check one)

MENTOR 
OR ALLY EXTRA VILLAIN

1. 0--------------------------------5------------------------------10

2. 0--------------------------------5------------------------------10

3. 0--------------------------------5------------------------------10

4. 0--------------------------------5------------------------------10

5. 0--------------------------------5------------------------------10

CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH 7

Two reasons your friends might describe you as a flat or static character:

1. A      ________________  problem: You aren’t close enough for them to 
see what a dynamic and round ally you are!

2. A      ________________ problem: Your Christian walk has become flat 
and static. Your own story needs refreshment! 

GETTING THE MOST FROM THIS WORKSHOP
1. The importance of  __________   as a way of learning (the limits of 

learning by listening).

The 70/20/10 principle and how people master a skill

70% LEARNING BY DOING: On the job / Trial & error

20% LEARNING BY INTERACTION: Feedback / Coaching & mentoring

10% LEARNING BY LISTENING: Conferences, workshops, & classes / 
Formal education

How much time do you spend with the non-believers God has placed 
in your life? Do you think that the time you devote to them is adequate? 
Are you willing to “leave the ninety-nine to go after the one”?

2. The importance of doing this   __________   (the limits of trying to do this 
all by yourself).

Too much evangelism training assumes that you have to do this solo. That is 
very American, but it is not God’s original plan. 

Evangelism is a   _______   ________  . We are better together!

70%

20%

10%

https://www.cccomaha.org/


Ancient 
Fortified 
Cities

Wall (Passive 
Outer Defenses)

Soldiers (Active 
Outer Defenses)

Stronghold 
(The Heart)

PART 2

THE SET-UP: CULTIVATING 
A RELATIONSHIP OF TRUST
BARRIERS ALONG THE WAY
“A wise man scales the city of 
the mighty and brings down the  
stronghold in which they trust.”   
–Proverbs 21:22

APPLICATION 3
Think of one or two people with whom you could talk regularly who will encour-
age you and help you apply what you’re learning. Write down their name(s). 

 ■

 ■

Between Times Practice 

Discuss this with your Journey Group or the partner you listed above. 

 ■ Look at the small steps in this first part of their story: The Setup (The 
Cultivation Stage). 

 ■ Look at where you placed one of your friends in the Spiritual Decision-
Making Process on page four. Then, look at the next step to the right in 
the process.

 ■ Key questions: 
■■ What do you think keeps them from moving to the next step?
■■ How do you think you, as a character in their story, can help them overcome 

those barriers and move them toward the next stage in their journey? 
■■ Based on your answer to the previous question, what is one action step 
you can take? 

 ■ Do this for all the people on your list.
 ■ Take time to pray for the people on your list.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=prov+21%3A22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=prov+21%3A22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=prov+21%3A22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=prov+21%3A22&version=ESV


Cultivation Planting Reaping
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PASSIVE OUTER DEFENSES
What are the most common passive barriers in our culture today? These are 
lifestyle choices, ideas, or things in the culture that are very effective at keep-
ing God and the gospel far from people’s thinking, even though people don’t 
consciously and deliberately choose these things for that reason.

The Buffered Self:

 ■ ____________________________  (Who has time to think about that?)

 ■ Overwhelmed with __________________  (Where do you even begin?)

 ■ _________________  (How can anyone know for sure, so why bother?)

 ■ ______________  (It’s so much easier to watch cat videos on YouTube!)

NOISE!
Scaling the outer defenses: 

Q: How does God break through and cause Christ and Christianity to stand 
out from all the other options, all the other noise, and merit making the time 
to engage with him in their busy, distracted lives?

A: Three main ways God breaks through:

1. His ___________________   ___________________

https://www.cccomaha.org/
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2. __________________________ that get people’s attention

3. ________________________________________________

Building a relationship of trust is building a bridge to carry truth.

The stronger the bridge, the more cargo it can bear; the stronger the 
relationship (trust), the more truth it can carry. Don’t settle for a footbridge— 
the gospel is pretty heavy cargo!

How strong are your relationships with these people God has placed in your life? 

For reflection: Pick three friends from your list and fill in the following chart 
below for each one. Mark your scores on the scale at the bottom.

HOW WELL DO I KNOW MY FRIENDS?

Category Points
Friend 1 Friend 2 Friend 3

I know their spouse’s name (if applicable). 1 pt
I know the names of their kids (if applicable). 1 pt for each
I know what pets they have (if applicable). 2 pts
I know if their parents are married or 
divorced. 2 pts

I know what city they were born in. 1 pt
I can name a few places they have lived. 1 pt per place
I know what they did last summer  
for vacation. 2 pts

I know what frustrates them. 1 pt
I know what their short-term career  
aspirations are. 2 pts

We’ve borrowed things from each other. 3 pts
I know if they are introverted or extroverted. 1 pt

I spend one-on-one time with them. 
3 pts for wkly 
2 pts bimonthly 
1 pt mthly/less

I know their religious or church background. 2 pts
I can name a hobby or sports team they are 
interested in. 

1 pt per hobby 
or sports team

I know the biggest thing for which they 
need prayer right now. 2 pts

I’ve been in their house or they’ve been  
in mine.

2 pts if once 
3 pts if more

We have vacationed together. 4 pts

Totals

Try opening the blinds

0 8 16 24 32 or more →

Not bad...for a hermit crab! Getting there Mr. Rogers award!



GROUP DISCUSSION
What are practical ways to grow and deepen your relationships so that non- 
believing friends are more open to you (-10 on the scale) and see a difference 
in your life (-9 on the scale)?

 ■

 ■

 ■  

 ■

 ■

 ■

CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH 11

LISTENING YOUR WAY INTO TRUST AND  
SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS
“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect…”    –1 Peter 3:15 

“To answer before listening—that is folly and shame.”   –Proverbs 18:13 

What do we mean by listening? 

“You know you have truly listened when you not only get what the other person is 
saying but when they get that you get it.”         –Henry Cloud and John Townsend

“Get” means understanding not only what the person believes but why they 
believe it. “Getting them” doesn’t mean agreeing with them. It is when you 
can say with authenticity, “I see what you’re saying and I see how you got 
there,” even if you don’t agree with them. It’s a form of respect (1 Peter 3:15). 

 ■ Listening comes before answering! 

 ■ Listening is an act of love.

 ■ Listening is getting to know their story.

 ■ Listening will put you in a better position to explain the gospel 
in a way that makes sense to them and their story.

 ■ Listening builds trust!

 ■ The more you listen to them, the more they will listen to you 
when it’s your turn. 

https://www.cccomaha.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+pet+3%3A15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+pet+3%3A15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+pet+3%3A15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+18%3A13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+pet+3%3A15&version=NIV
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FOR REFLECTION: HOW WELL DO I LISTEN?

When others are talking to or disagreeing with me...

1. I find myself finishing their sentences.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

2. I give my opinions before hearing them out.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

3. I get restless and impatient. 

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

4. I lose track of what is being said.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

5. I fidget with objects.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

6. I mentally rehearse what I’m going to say next.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

7. I take control of the conversation.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

8. I’m afraid that if I don’t challenge them they will think I agree with them.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

9. I am suspicious of hidden agendas.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

10. I try to immediately diagnose their problems.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

11. I worry about how to respond, instead of listening.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually
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12. I tell them how to fix their problems.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

13. I listen briefly and then begin talking.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

14. I tend to contradict what has been said.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

15. I misinterpret what has been said.

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

16. I answer before gaining real understanding. 

     ☐ rarely    ☐ occasionally    ☐ often    ☐ usually

If you answered “often” or “usually” to three or more of these questions, or if 
you answered “occasionally” to eight or more, you could benefit dramatically 
by improving your listening skills. 

BETWEEN TIMES PRACTICE

Discuss this with your Journey Group or with your partner. 

1. Share some of the practical ways you think you can move your relationship 
forward with some of your friends and then decide on a step to take.

2. Discuss how you did on the listening assessment. Where do you need to 
grow as a listener?

3. Spend time with one of your non-believing friends and use that time to 
listen. Ask them about something they care about and keep asking ques-
tions. If they start talking about something they believe, do not counter 
them. Just ask more questions. Make it your goal to listen for understanding. 
You should be able to explain what your friend believes back to them in 
such a way that they say back, “Yeah, that’s right. You get what I’m saying.” 

https://www.cccomaha.org/
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PART 3

REDEMPTIVE DIALOGUE AND  
GETTING PAST INNER DEFENSES

ACTIVE INNER DEFENSES
Inner defenses are people’s conscious negative reactions and objections 
to the gospel as they understand it. 

A. CHANGING PEOPLE’S PERCEPTIONS  
(FROM DAVID KINNAMAN’S UNCHRISTIAN)

Current Perceptions

Hypocritical: Christians say one thing but live something entirely different. 

New Perception: Christians are transparent about their flaws and act first,  
talk second.

Anti-homosexual: Christians show contempt for gays and lesbians.

New Perception: Christians show compassion and love to all people, 
regardless of their lifestyle.

Cultivation Planting Reaping
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Insincere: Christians are concerned only with converting others.

New Perception: Christians cultivate relationships and environments where 
others can be deeply transformed by God.

Too Political: Christians are primarily motivated by a political agenda and  
promote right-wing politics. 

New Perception: Christians are characterized by respecting people, thinking 
biblically, and finding solutions to complex issues.

Judgmental: Christians are prideful and quick to find faults in others. 

New Perception: Christians show grace by seeing others’ potential to be  
Christ-followers.

B. FINDING COMMON GROUND BY GETTING BEHIND 
THEIR QUESTIONS AND OBJECTIONS

“The purpose in a man’s heart is like deep water, but a man of understanding will 
draw it out.”     –Proverbs 20:5

Good evangelism requires people of understanding who have the patience 
and insight to not only deal with people’s stated questions and objections, 
but to go below the surface and speak to their true concerns.

We need to answer their hearts as well as their heads.

Where do you start?  
Common ground!

Biblical Example: 
Paul in Athens  
(Acts 17:16–31)

OBJECTION

MIND HEART

COMMON 
GROUND

COMMON 
GROUND

TENSION 
DISAGREEMENT

TENSION 
DISAGREEMENT

CHRISTIAN
WORLDVIEW

Areas of Widest Di�erences

Common Ground

NON-CHRISTIAN
WORLDVIEW

https://www.cccomaha.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=prov+20%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=prov+20%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A16-31&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A16-31&version=NIV


What did Paul not do?

 ■ Open with ____________________  for their sinful practices

 ■ Quote the ____________________ 

 ■ Start with where they were ____________________  from God

What did Paul do?

 ■ Opened with a spiritual ____________________ 
 ■ Quoted their ________________  and referenced their _______________
 ■ Found ____________________      ____________________ 
 ■ Connected the ____________________  story to their story!

Example:

Stated objection:
“You Christians are arrogant because you say you are right and everyone 
else is wrong.”

Our natural response: 
Defend and explain how Jesus is the only way. 

Likely outcome of our natural response: 
They think we are arrogant and close-minded. We confirm their objection. 

Unstated heart concern(s): 
“I don’t like arrogant, close-minded people who think they know better 
than everyone and don’t think they can learn from anyone else.”

Common ground: 
Humility is good; accepting and tolerating others is good even 
when you disagree.

16
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Group Practice
In your group, take this common objection and fill in the blanks. 

Stated objection: 
“People are basically good; I am not a sinner.”

Our natural response:

Likely outcome of our natural response:

Their unstated heart concern(s): 

Common ground:

C. WONDERING OUR WAY INTO SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS

Three great questions:

1. What do you mean by...?

2. How did you come to that conclusion?

3. Have you considered…?

“I wonder...” (From God Space by Doug Pollock)

Good wondering questions:
 ■ Are born out of a desire to better understand someone.
 ■ Flow naturally out of your context and your conversations.
 ■ Demonstrate that you listened thoughtfully.
 ■ Are open-ended and promote more dialogue and reflection.
 ■ Probe sensitively and reflectively into someone’s belief systems.
 ■ Compel others to investigate the Christian life.

continued on next page >>>

https://www.cccomaha.org/
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Wondering is NOT:
 ■ Using questions to gain control of a conversation so you can get your  

point across.
 ■ A set of memorized questions to herd people towards a decision you 

think they should make.
 ■ A springboard from which to launch into monologue.

Good ways to start wondering: 
 ■ That’s an interesting perspective; I’m wondering how you arrived at  

that conclusion.
 ■ If I could arrange for you to speak at my church about your impression 

of Christians, I’m wondering what you would say.
 ■ I’m wondering what role religion has played in shaping your life.
 ■ I’m wondering why the topic of God seems to stir up such strong 

emotions in you.
 ■ I’ve thought long and hard about our last conversation. Here’s what 

I’m still wondering about.
 ■ I’m wondering how my answer to that question made you feel.
 ■ Your comments on the subject have left me wondering ____________.
 ■ I’m wondering what you think you’d have to give up or lose to become  

a Christian.
 ■ I’m wondering what you think it would take for you to acknowledge 

the reality of God’s existence.
 ■ As we’ve been talking, I’ve heard you talk about several things that 

seem to be missing in your life right now. I’m wondering if you’re 
searching for something that’s capable of filling those voids.

Taking our example to the next step: 

“People are basically good; I am not a sinner.” 

Questions to ask:

 ■ What do you mean by “basically good” and “sinner”?
 ■ I’m wondering, given all the bad stuff that happens in the world, how 

did you come to the conclusion that people are basically good?



D. ANSWERING THEIR HEAD 
OBJECTIONS

 ■ Notice that this is the last step, not the first.
 ■ Be a learner with them. You don’t have to be 

the expert.
 ■ Get help if you need it. Bring your friend to a 

seeker group.

BETWEEN TIMES PRACTICE 
Discuss this with your Journey Group or partner. 

Using the worksheets on the following pages, go 
through as many examples of people’s objections 
to Christianity as possible and practice identifying… 

1. Your natural response and the likely outcome

2. Their likely heart concern behind the objection

3. Possible common ground

4. Questions you might ask to further the dialogue

PRACTICE QUESTIONS

Stated objection:
“Christianity is a crutch for weak people.”

Our natural response: 

Likely outcome of our natural response: 

Unstated heart concern(s): 

Common ground: 

Questions you could ask besides, 
“How did you come by…”:

 ■ What do you mean by…? 
 ■ Have you considered…? 
 ■ I wonder…?
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Stated objection:
“Christians have a right-wing political agenda and they just want to push that 
agenda on everyone else.”

Our natural response: 

Likely outcome of our natural response: 

Unstated heart concern(s): 

Common ground: 

Questions you could ask besides, “How did you come by…”:

 ■ What do you mean by…? 
 ■ Have you considered…? 
 ■ I wonder…?

Stated objection:
“The Bible is just a book written by a bunch of (superstitious) men.”

Our natural response: 

Likely outcome of our natural response: 

Unstated heart concern(s): 

Common ground: 

Questions you could ask besides, “How did you come by…”:

 ■ What do you mean by…? 
 ■ Have you considered…? 
 ■ I wonder…?

Stated objection:
“People can make the Bible say anything they want.”

Our natural response: 

Likely outcome of our natural response: 

Unstated heart concern(s): 
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Common ground: 

Questions you could ask besides, “How did you come by…”:

 ■ What do you mean by…? 
 ■ Have you considered…? 
 ■ I wonder…?

Stated objection:
“Religion is all about blind faith; you have to check your brain at the door;  
I prefer to use my mind.”

Our natural response: 

Likely outcome of our natural response: 

Unstated heart concern(s): 

Common ground: 

Questions you could ask besides, “How did you come by…”:

 ■ What do you mean by…? 
 ■ Have you considered…? 
 ■ I wonder…?

Stated objection:
“I can’t accept a religion that says a serial killer can go to heaven if he 
says a prayer while a decent atheist goes to hell.”

Our natural response: 

Likely outcome of our natural response: 

Unstated heart concern(s): 

Common ground:

Questions you could ask besides, “How did you come by…”:

 ■ What do you mean by…? 
 ■ Have you considered…? 
 ■ I wonder…?

https://www.cccomaha.org/
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Stated objection:
“If Christianity is ‘the way,’ then why are so many Christians messed up  
and hypocritical?”

Our natural response: 

Likely outcome of our natural response: 

Unstated heart concern(s): 

Common ground: 

Questions you could ask besides, “How did you come by…”:

 ■ What do you mean by…? 
 ■ Have you considered…? 
 ■ I wonder…?

Stated objection:
“I don’t see enough evidence to convince me that there is a God or that 
the Christian God is the true God.”

Our natural response: 

Likely outcome of our natural response: 

Unstated heart concern(s): 

Common ground: 

 Questions you could ask besides, “How did you come by…”:

 ■ What do you mean by…? 
 ■ Have you considered…? 
 ■ I wonder…?
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PART 4

CONNECTING YOUR STORY AND 
THEIR STORY TO GOD’S STORY

REACHING THE HEART
Where is this all going? As the layers of these stories are peeled back, it is all 
leading to the heart: the meeting of their heart, your heart and God’s heart. 

Throughout this process, you and your story become a bridge from their story 
to God’s Big Salvation Story, from their heart to God’s heart. 

Ultimately, the gospel speaks to peoples’ deepest needs and challenges them 
at the deepest levels (the stronghold of their heart). Step -3, “recognizes need 
for the gospel,” is a crucial stage and very dependent on the Holy Spirit (John 
16:8), but we can also play a role. When they decide to act, we can guide them 
through the final stages of their journey to Jesus. 

Throughout this whole process, how will you be telling your story in a way 
that is genuine and connects with non-believers?

1. It needs to be ____________  in order to sound ____________.

2. Your salvation story needs to be ____________  to connect.

Cultivation Planting Reaping
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Where does your story unfold? 

In _________________, in _________________, and in _________________!

Your story is a series of stories within one story connected to God’s story!

Can you tell it?
“He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness.’ I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me.”    –2 Corinthians 12:9 

“Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. 
Could this be the Messiah?”    –John 4:29

“He replied, ‘Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. 
One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!’”    –John 9:25

Followers of Jesus who are currently experiencing the gospel—the grace of 
God applied to their brokenness—have a far more powerful story to tell than 
those who can only point to past sins and past deliverances. 

Awareness of God’s _________________ 

Time

Awareness of my _________________ 

GROWING 
IN GRACE

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+cor+12%3A9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+cor+12%3A9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+cor+12%3A9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A29&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A29&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9%3A25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9%3A25&version=NIV


PRACTICE IN PAIRS
Get in pairs and take turns telling an aspect of your 
current gospel story:

1. Describe a recent or current area of brokenness 
or struggle for you—a circumstance? A relation-
ship? An aspect of your own character (sin)?

2. How has or how is God meeting you in this?

3. Would you be comfortable sharing what you 
just shared with a non-believing friend? Why 
or why not?

CONNECTING THEM TO GOD’S 
STORY, THE GOSPEL

Telling the big story in simple terms
 ■ Using diagrams and tools
 ■ Visit Cru’s website at https://bit.ly/2HYfFh9 

to read the “Knowing God Personally” page
 ■ Grab a napkin!

Your role in helping them move from -4 to -3, 
(recognizing a need for the gospel): 

You are working with the Holy Spirit to help them 
move from what is wrong with the world out there 
to what is wrong with me in here.

Then, you show how the gospel answers that prob-
lem, fills that need, or closes that gap.

Mirror principle: 

If you have been open about your need, they are 
more likely to open up about theirs. As you person-
alize your brokenness and explain how God has 
met you in your brokenness, you are explaining 
the gospel and you can naturally move to helping 
them see how God can meet them in their need.
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GOSPEL THEMES THAT CONNECT

THEME THE PROBLEM THE MESSAGE

Love
Selfishness, the failure  
to love

You were made to  
love and be loved.

Belonging Separation, rejection
You are welcomed  
into God’s family.

Justice Injustice
You have been called into 
a new world order.

Forgiveness Guilt, shame
He has wiped out your 
debt. He has taken away 
your sin.

Freedom Slavery, addiction
He has set you free from 
anything that binds you.

Order Chaos
When he is in charge, he 
brings clarity and puts 
things in order.

Fullness Emptiness
He offers purpose and an 
abundant, thriving life.

Security Fear
He provides hope and 
assurance of his care.

Comfort Suffering
He brings comfort  
to the afflicted.

Significance Insignificance
He gives my life value  
and significance.
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IS GOOD NEWS WHEN... PASSAGES TO READ

You hurt others because you fail at love 
and others hurt you for the same reason.

Matthew 22:36–40; Romans 3:23; 
Romans 5:8; 1 Corinthians 13; 1 John 4:8

You are alone, feeling unwanted  
or unworthy.

Luke 15:11–32; John 1:10–13; Galatians 
3:26–4:7; Ephesians 1:3–6; 1 John 2:28–3:10

You see the world full of evil  
and injustice.

Matthew 5:1–12, 13:1–52; Mark 1:14–15;  
Colossians 1:10–14; Philippians 2:5–11

You’re aware of the damage you’ve caused 
and that you can’t cover it. You feel like you 
owe God something. You feel shame.

Matthew 18:21–35, 26:26–29; Mark 2:1–12; 
Luke 7:36–50; 1 John 1:8–10

You feel boxed in, stifled, trapped; 
unable to live the way you wish you 
could and should.

Luke 13:10–17; John 8:30–36; Romans 
6:6–23; Galatians 5:1; Hebrews 2:14–15

Life feels chaotic and out of control. Psalm 32:8; Isaiah 30:21; John 16:13

You feel empty. Life lacks meaning 
or purpose.

Matthew 6:25–33; John 10:10; 2 Peter 1:3

You are afraid of the future.
Jeremiah 29:11; Matthew 6:25–34;  
Romans 8:28

You are suffering sadness or loss. John 16:33; Revelation 21:4; Isaiah 61:1

You feel like you contribute nothing of  
importance to others. 

Psalm 8:3–6; Romans 8:37–39

https://www.cccomaha.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A36%E2%80%9340%3B+Romans+3%3A23%3B+Romans+5%3A8%3B+1+Corinthians+13%3B+1+John+4%3A8&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A36%E2%80%9340%3B+Romans+3%3A23%3B+Romans+5%3A8%3B+1+Corinthians+13%3B+1+John+4%3A8&version=NIV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A1%E2%80%9312%2C+13%3A1%E2%80%9352%3B+Mark+1%3A14%E2%80%9315%3B++Colossians+1%3A10%E2%80%9314%3B+Philippians+2%3A5%E2%80%9311&version=NIV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A21%E2%80%9335%2C+26%3A26%E2%80%9329%3B+Mark+2%3A1%E2%80%9312%3B+Luke+7%3A36%E2%80%9350%3B+1+John+1%3A8%E2%80%9310&version=NIV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+13%3A10%E2%80%9317%3B+John+8%3A30%E2%80%9336%3B+Romans+6%3A6%E2%80%9323%3B+Galatians+5%3A1%3B+Hebrews+2%3A14%E2%80%9315&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+32%3A8%3B+Isaiah+30%3A21%3B+John+16%3A13&version=NIV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A33%3B+Revelation+21%3A4%3B+Isaiah+61%3A1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+8%3A3%E2%80%936%3B+Romans+8%3A37%E2%80%9339&version=NIV
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Example: 

A relational gospel presentation with love as the theme

1. We are relational creatures made for love. God created us in his image 
which means he created us to love and be loved. Jesus said that every 
command in the Bible can be reduced down to two: love God and love 
your neighbor. We were made for love.

2. When we fell out of a loving relationship with God, we lost connection 
with the power and resources to be able to adequately love each other. 
That’s because, in order to love well, we first need to be loved well. Only 
God can provide the amount of unconditional love we need to heal our hurts 
and fill us up so that we have enough to offer those around us. Without 
God’s unlimited provision of love, we look to each other to fill that need. 
We put each other in God’s place, and that is too big a demand for any of 
us to bear. With such a high demand, others are bound to fail us and that 
brings wounding. When others demand it of us, we are at first flattered but 
eventually become resentful. We deal with the wounding and resentment 
in a multitude of ways (isolation, performance, striking back, denial, etc), 
but all of these responses are further failures to love.

3. We fail to love. This is what it means to be a sinner or to have a sinful 
nature. It means that a day doesn’t go by that I don’t either openly violate 
love (when I act out in anger towards someone) or I fail to love perfectly, 
even when I try my best. 

4. The failure to love is everywhere, so the world is dangerous. Everything 
that is wrong with the world comes down to this failure to love, a failure to 
put others’ best ahead of my own—from failed marriages to racism, sexism 
to world wars. When others fail to love me, I get hurt, and that hurt and 
fear hinders my ability to love. It’s a vicious spiral.

5. The result of the failure to love is relational separation: strained, hurt and 
broken relationships. The Bible calls this relational separation spiritual 
death. For creatures made to love, relationships are everything. We were 
created for community, not created to live as isolated individuals, alone. 
Relational separation from others, in all its forms, is spiritual suffocation.

6. Jesus came to fix our love problem with his love. Two things need to 
happen to fix our failure to love and what that has resulted in: (1) resto-
ration of relationships (removal of the separation) and (2) power to love 
moving forward. 



 ■ Relationships that have been hurt or broken through a failure to love are 
restored through forgiveness. Without forgiveness, the only remedy is 
justice. But justice doesn’t restore relationships. Jesus came to offer us 
forgiveness by taking care of the justice. He suffered the consequence 
of our failure to love (relational separation or death) for us. Through 
forgiveness, the separation between us and God is removed. We can 
have a love relationship with him and once again experience unlimited 
and unconditional love

 ■ When we enter into that relationship, God promises to fill us with himself 
and change us from the inside out so we can love him and others. We 
call that the gift of the Holy Spirit. Living in and living out love in these 
healed relationships is what the Bible calls spiritual or eternal life. 

7. To get in on this solution, God asks us to simply accept his love. The 
way we love God is to trust him. He asks us to respond to Jesus’ gift of 
forgiveness by first admitting that we have failed to love him and others, 
and then accepting his forgiveness. He promises to forgive us, accept 
us, and empower us to love him and others as we were meant to from 
the beginning.

GROUP PRACTICE:
Read out loud the below scenario of a person who has opened up about 
what they struggle with in life. Use the chart on pages 26–27 along with your 
own thoughts.

1. Isolate a gospel theme or two that speak to this person’s sense of brokenness.

2. Have one or two in the group share something in your own lives that you 
have struggled with or still struggle with that relates to this person’s theme. 

3. How would you explain God’s story, the gospel, so that it is “good news” 
addressing this person’s brokenness? How does Jesus’ coming and giving 
his life address this theme or solve this problem? 

In a long conversation, your friend expresses the following feelings to you: 
“I have been depressed a lot lately. This is my third breakup and I want to 
blame my ex, but I am starting to wonder if it’s me. It’s not just relationships, 
it’s on the job too... I always feel ‘less than,’ like I’ll never measure up or be 
good enough for people around me. And then I go and do something stupid 
and I think I deserve it. Sometimes I just want to jump out of my own skin and 
be somebody else.” 
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LEADING SOMEONE TO CHRIST
What do I do when someone I know seems ready? 

1. Have you clarified the gospel for them? 

2. Are they convinced of their need for Jesus? 

3. Ask them where they feel they’re at in their journey. 

4. Do they believe what is true about Jesus? 

5. Ask them if they are ready to give themselves to Jesus, receive forgiveness, 
and enter his kingdom. If so, help them pray, but give them space to deal 
directly with God. If they want some guidance about what to pray, you can 
suggest an outline—something like this: 

■■ Admit to God your need for forgiveness and a new relationship 
with him. 

■■ Tell God you are giving yourself entirely to him and surrendering 
control to Jesus. 

■■ Thank God for all he’s done to make forgiveness possible, and  
for welcoming you into his kingdom. 

■■ Ask the Holy Spirit to help you grow your faith as you follow Jesus. 

6. If they are not ready to cross this line of faith just yet, discuss with them 
a few practical ways to cultivate the spiritual progress they are making. 
Invite them to church or to an event. Introduce them to other believers. 

Final Thoughts
 ■ Seeker Groups
 ■ Practice, practice, practice
 ■ Continue to meet with the partner(s) you wrote on page 8: 

Regularly with Your Partner or Journey Group:*
 ■ Have you been loving and prayerful for _________________  this week?

 ■ Have you sensed God bringing you opportunities to love and share?

 ■ What specific step will you take this week/month to help ____________ 
move “one step to the right” in their spiritual journey toward Jesus?

 ■ Spend time praying together for the people God is putting on your heart.



1. I pray, Lord, that you draw ________________  to yourself (John 6:44).

2. I pray that ________________  seeks to know you (Acts 17:27).

3. I pray that ________________  hears and believes the Word of God  
(1 Thessalonians 2:13).

4. I ask you to prevent Satan from blinding ________________  to the truth  
(2 Corinthians 4:4; 2 Timothy 2:25–36)

5. Holy Spirit, I ask you to convict ________________  of his/her sin and 
reveal his/her need for Christ’s redemption. 

6. I ask you to send someone who will share the gospel with ____________ 
(Matthew 9:37–38).

7. I also ask that you give me (and/or my fellow disciple) the opportunity, 
the courage, and the right words to share the truth with _____________ 
(Colossians 4:3–6; Ephesians 6:19–20).

8. Lord, I pray that ________________  turns from his/her sin (Acts 17:30–31;  
1 Thessalonians 1:9–10).

9. Lord, I pray that ________________  would put all of his/her trust in Christ  
(John 1:12, 5:24).

10. Lord, I pray that ______________  will confess Christ as Lord of his/her 
life, take root and grow in his/her faith, and bear much fruit for your 
glory (Romans 10:9–10; Colossians 2:6–7; Luke 8:15).

*Taken from Neil Cole and his Life Transformation Group concept.
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